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REPORT 


Kirby  Muxloe, 

Leicester, 

^ist  January,  igo§. 

To  THE  Chairman  axh  Members  of  the  Barrow-on-Soar 
Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  to  present  my  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitation  of  your  District  during  1904. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population  ; — - 

Census  1891  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  19,072 

Census  1901  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  21,614 

Estimated  to  middle  of  1904  ..  ..  ..  22,511 

The  estimated  population  is  based  on  the  hypothesis 
that  the  last  inter-censal  rate  of  increase  has  since  been 
maintained. 

During  the  year,  574  births  and  332  deaths  have  been 
registered  in  the  District.  In  addition  to  the  latter,  I have 
received  returns  of  eight  deaths  among  persons  removed 
from  the  District  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity  to 
public  institutions  elsewhere.  There  were  34  deaths  in 
Public  Institutions  in  the  District,  25  of  which  are 
accredited  to  other  Districts.  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions 
among  persons  belonging  to  the  District  are  in  the 
appended  statistics  assigned  to  the  parishes  in  which  the 
patients  respectively  resided  prior  to  admission. 

There  were  74  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
and  104  among  persons  of  sixty-five  years  and  upwards. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  . . . . 25.4  per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  Death  Rate  is  ..  ..  13.9  ,,  ,,  ,, 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is. . 1.02  ,,  ,,  ,, 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  128  ,,  Births, 
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The  Birth  Rate  is,  with  the  exception  of  the  figure  pub- 
lished for  1902,  the  lowest  so  far  recorded  in  your  District. 

The  Death  Rate  cannot  conveniently  be  compared  with 
the  mean  for  previous  years,  inasmuch  as  the  figure  is  now 
augmented  by  corrections  which  had  not  been  applied  prior 
to  1903.  For  comparison  with  previous  years  we  must 
utilize  the  gross  Death  Rate,  which  is  14.7.  The  average 
for  the  preceding  ten  years  is  i 5.8.  The  corrected  Death 
Rate  for  1903  was  14.2. 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  and  the  Zymotic  Death  Rate 
are  both  below  the  average  for  your  District. 

There  were  twenty-three  deaths  from  the  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases,  distributed  as  follows:  — 


Whooping  Cough — 
Thrussington  . 
Mountsorrel 
Anstey 

DrPHTHfIRI.A. — 

Rothley 

I'.NTERic  Fever — 
Rarkby 

Diarrhoea — 

Sileby 

Mount.sorrel 

Rothley 


I 

I 

I 

— 3 
3 

— 3 


I 


I 


S 

4 

4 


16 


23 


There  was  a death  from  Erysipelas  at  Thrussington. 
There  were  four  deaths  from  other  Septic  Diseases,  and 
fifteen  deaths  from  Enteritis.  I record  one  death  from 
Influenza,  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  disease 
is  ultimately  responsible  for  far  more  deaths  than  are 
ordinarily  attributed  to  it. 


Tuberculosis  is  accredited  with  no  less  than  41  deaths, 
28  of  which  were  caused  by  Consumption, 
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1 direct  attention  to  the  advisability  of  making  Con- 
sumption voluntarily  notifiable,  a procedure  which  has 
already  been  adopted  in  most  of  the  adjoining  Sanitary 
Districts.  1 would  also  point  to  the  desirability  of  carry- 
ing out  thorough  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  premises 
and  of  infected  articles  after  deaths  from  Consumption. 
The  mortality  from  this  infectious  disease  is  heavy,  and 
in  the  light  of  our  present  knowledge  as  to  the  value  of 
preventive  measures,  I am  of  opinion  that  its  administra- 
tive control  should  receive  far  more  attention  from  Health 
Authorities  than  it  has,  save  in  exceptional  instances,  here- 
tofore enjoyed. 

I record  twenty  deaths  from  Cancer,  a figure  which  is 
above  the  average  for  your  District. 

There  were  nineteen  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  thirteen 
from  Pneumonia,  whilst  one  case  of  Pleurisy  proved  fatal. 

Thirty-three  deaths  are  attributed  to  Diseases  of  the 
Heart.  There  was  one  death  from  Rheumatic  Fever. 

Ten  deaths  were  accidental,  and  three  were  suicidal. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
came  under  observation  during  the  year  : — 


Small-pox 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 


19 

21 

49 

16 

9 

3 


117 

The  locality  and  age-distribution  of  these  cases  is 
shewn  in  the  Appendix,  Table  III. 
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The  number  of  houses  in  which  these  cases  appeared, 
contrasted  with  those  of  tlie  previous  year,  is  as  follows  : — 


.Small-pox 

...  14 

as 

against 

•4 

Diphtheria 

...  17 

) 

'3 

Erysipelas 

...  47 

j 

J 

37 

.Scarlet  Fever 

lO 

1 

? 

22 

Enteric  Fever 

...  8 

j j 

} 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

•••  3 

>> 

)} 

I 

99  )>  >5  9^  >>  )> 

Small-Pox. 

The  cases  which  came  under  observation  were  dis- 
tributed as  follows:  — 


Anstey  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 

Cossington  ...  ...  ...  4 

South  Croxton  ...  ...  ...  2 

Barkby  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rothley  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Syston  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Thurcaston  ...  ...  ...  i 


28th  Inne,  igojf. 

BARROW-ON-SOAR  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Sm.\li.-pox  ni  RiNG  Aprii.  and  May,  1904. 

I record  twelve  cases,  nine  in  Anstey,  the  others  in  Barkby, 
Rothley,  and  Cossington. 

Anstey. — The  first  case  was  notified  on  5th  April,  the  patient 
being  a labourer  in  the  employment  of  the  Leicester  Corpora- 
tion, who  worked  on  the  sewage  farm  in  proximity  to  the  Small- 
pox Hospital.  In  so  far  as  I can  ascertain,  no  attempt  has  ever 
been  made  by  the  Leicester  Corporation  to  secure  the  immunity 
from  Small-pox  of  men  employed  in  this  locality.  The  case 
coincided  with  one  in  Leicester,  which  had  doubtless  been 
similarly  contracted.  The  Anstey  patient  was  39  years  of  age, 
and  not  having  been  vaccinated  since  infancy,  was,  as  regards 
his  liability  to  contract  the  lisease,  but  little,  if  at  all  better 
off,  than  an  unvaccinated  person.  He  had  been  ill  for  some 
days  before  the  summoning  of  medical  advice  led  to  the  prompt 
application  of  preventive  measures.  The  remaining  members  of 
his  household  and  others  residing  in  the  vicinity-  having  been 
more  or  less  freely  expo.sed  to  infection,  other  cases  soon 
followed. 
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Within  a week  two  nnvaccinated  chiklren  residing  in  the 
patient's  house  were  attacked,  and  two  days  later  a woman, 
residing  next  door,  and  lier  son,  aged  20,  both  vaccinated  in 
infancy,  contracted  the  disease.  On  the  15th  an  iiinaccinated 
child  residing  o])posite  was  attacked,  and  on  the  17th  a man 
residing  next  door,  who  had  been  re-vaccinated  sixteen  years 
previously,  showed  symptoms  of  vareloid  fever,  but  never 
developed  the  characteristic  rash  of  the  di.sease.  All  these  cases 
were  in  Woodgin  Road. 

The  next  case  occurred  in  Will’s  Yard,  Church  Lane,  on  7th 
May.  The  patient,  who  had  until  a week  previously  resided  in 
Woodgin  Road,  was  a man  aged  21,  vaccinated  in  infancy.  On 
the  Sth  May  a case  was  notified  in  another  part  of  the  village, 
known  as  the  Nook,  and  two  days  later  an  exceedingly  modified 
case  was  detected  in  High  Street,  the  patients’  ages  being 
respectively  40  and  27,  both  vaccinated  in  infancy. 

Il.\RKBv. — One  case  wa*  diagnosed  by  Dr.  Calnan  on  22nd 
April,  within  a few  hours  of  the  eruption.  There  were,  con- 
sequently, but  few  Contacts,  and  there  being  no  difficulty  in 
securing  their  prompt  vaccination,  no  further  ca.se  occurred. 

Rothi.ey. — On  24th  April,  a nurse,  vaccinated  in  infancy,  who 
was  tending  a lady,  was  observed  by  the  ph3'sician  in  attend- 
ance on  the  latter  to  have  a somewhat  suspicious  rash  on  the 
face.  He  informed  the  nurse  that  it  was  probably  infectious, 
and  immediately  communicated  with  me.  T visited  the  house 
and  found  that  the  nurse  had  gone  to  Leicester.  In  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Leicester  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I promptl}' 
located  the  case,  which  was  of  a most  modified  type,  its  diag- 
nosis being  facilitated  by  our  detecting  a .severe  case  in  the 
nurse's  unvaccinated  child.  The  nurse’s  husband,  who  was 
heavily  pitted  with  Small-pox  contracted  in  infancy,  had 
apparently  suffered  from  a modified  attack  some  three  weeks 
previously.  (This  case  being  included  in  the  T.eicester  Borough 
Returns,  will  be  omitted  from  the  statistical  tables  of  my 
Annual  Report). 

*CossiNGTON. — A man  employed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Syston 
Small  pox  Hospital  was  notified  as  suffering  from  the  disease 
f n the  6th  May.  He  had  been  strictly  prohibited  from  entering 
the  hospital  grounds,  and  had  repeatedly  rejected  advice  as  to 
the  necessity  for  his  re- vaccination. 

Of  the  twelve  cases  above  reported,  three  were  in  unvac- 
cinated children,  and  nine  in  persons  of  twenty  years  and 
upwards,  in  whom  the  immunity  conferred  by  the  vaccination 
of  infancy  had  partially  or  wholly  passed  away.  Speaking 
generally,  the  infection  was  of  a very  mild  type,  and  in  no 
instance  did  it  prove  dangerous  or  fatal. 

* The  house  in  which  this  patient  resided  is  really  in  the  parish  of  -Syston, 
to  which  it  is  accredited  in  the  statistical  tables. 
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The  preventive  measures  adopted  in  respect  of  these  cases 
were  similar  to  those  previously  employed  in  the  District,  and 
detailed  in  my  last  Annual  Keport.  The  vast  majority  of  the 
Contacts  were  promptly  vaccinated,  and  had  mj'  advice  in  this 
respect  been  more  readily  followed,  the  Anstey  outbreak  would 
have  been  confined  to  the  house  where  the  first  patient  resided, 
as  was  the  case  in  Barkby  and  in  Rothley.  All  the  patients 
were  removed  to  the  Syston  Small-pox  Hospital. 

Printed  instructions,  a copy  of  which  I append  to  this 
Report,  were  furnished  to  persons  who  were  likely  to  peruse 
them. 

J.  K.  O’CONNOR,  Capt., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Barrow-on-Soar  Rural  District. 


1 2th  December,  igo^. 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Members,  Barrow-on-Soar 
Rural  District  Council. 

C.ENTLEMEN, 

Since  29th  October  six  cases  of  Small  pox  have  occurred  in 
your  District,  two  at  South  Croxton  and  four  in  the  parish  of 
Cossington. 

The  first  case  in  South  Croxton  contracted  the  disease  at 
Melton  Mowbray,  the  patient,  a man  aged  seventy,  vaccinated 
in  infancy,  having  visited  his  daughter's  house  in  that  town, 
where  there  were  cases  of  Small-pox,  some  fortnight  prior  to 
the  29th  October.  Although  freely  exposed  to  infection  for 
several  hours,  the  man  was  not  returned  as  a Contact.  Fortu- 
nately, however,  but  few  people  in  South  Croxton  were  exposed 
to  infection,  and  only  one,  a woman  aged  40,  residing  next 
door,  contracted  the  disease.  The  latter  case  is  attributable  to 
the  failure  of  vaccination  after  exposure  to  infection,  but  was 
modified  by  vaccination  four  days  later.  It  suggests  the  ex- 
pedience of  vaccinating  Contacts,  who  have  been  freely  exposed 
to  infection,  with  two,  or  even  three,  lymphs  in  order  to  reduce 
the  chance  of  failure  to  a minimum. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  Cossington  cases  are 
directly  attributable  to  infection  from  the  Syston  Small-pox 
Hospital.  The  first  notified  cases,  a woman,  aged  41,  and  her 
unvaccinated  child,  aged  seven,  residing  in  an  isolated  cottage 
near  the  canal,  came  under' observation  on  the  23rd  November. 
F.nquiry  into  their  origin  shewed  that  the  woman’s  husband, 
aged  44,  and  vaccinated  in  infancy,  was  on  the  5th  November 
attacked  with  a very  modified  type  of  Small-pox.  It  further 
transpired  that  a fortnight  prior  to  the  onset  of  his  illness,  and 
indeed  almost  habitually,  his  work  on  the  canal  led  to  his 
passing  close  to  the  hospital.  He  remained  indoors  for  a week, 
and  then,  while  still  infectious,  called  at  a number  of  houses 
in  Cossington  and  Sileby.  During  his  illness  several  persons 
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also  called  at  his  house.  Onl}'  three,  or  at  most  four,  however, 
contracted  the  disease.  Two  of  these  cases  T have  already 
referred  to  : the  third  was  an  unvaccinated  child,  aged  three, 
residing  in  Cossington  village.  The  fourth,  if  there  were  a 
fourth,  was  a man,  aged  74,  residing  in  the  canal  cottage  with 
the  other  cases.  On  the  evening  of  the  23rd  November  he  was 
attacked  with  svmptoms  which  ordinarily  usher  in  an  attack  of 
Small-po.x,  but  the  characteristic  eruption  of  the  disease  never 
appeared.  T have  little  doubt  that  he  suffered  from  Small-pox 
without  a rash,  his  degree  of  immunity  being  probably  attrit- 
butable  to  his  having  had  the  disease  in  childhood.  There 
being  an  element  of  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of  my  diagnosis, 
the  case  will  not  be  included  in  the  statistical  tables  of  my 
Annual  Report. 

With  the  occurrence  of  these  Cossington  cases  you  are  again 
confronted  with  the  incontrovertible,  though  perhaps  unpalat- 
able, truth  that  the  site  of  the  Syston  Hospital  is  unsuitable 
for  the  efficient  isolation  of  Small-pox  ; and  that  the  retention 
of  this  hospital  in  its  present  position  constitutes  a grave  and 
recurring  menace  to  the  public  health.  From  the  very  outset  I 
have  been  consistently  opposed  to  the  treatment  of  Small-pox 
cases  on  a site  whose  absolute  unfitness  must  be  patent  even  to 
the  most  casual  and  untechnical  observer.  The  site  being 
incompatible  with  reliably  efficient  isolation,  T would  urge  you 
to  use  your  utmost  influence  in  order  to  secure  the  removal  of 
the  hospital  to  less  un.suitable  surroundings.  Complaints  in 
its  vicinity  are  rampant,  and  you  have  already  had  submitted 
to  you  an  emphatic  protest  from  the  Leicester  Navigation  Com- 
pany, whose  men  are  repeatedly  in  risk  of  contracting  the 
disease.  I stated  my  views  succinctly  to  the  Leicestershire 
Small-pox  Hospital  Committee,  but,  in  so  far  as  I am  aware, 
nothing  has  yet  been  done  in  the  matter. 

The  preventive  measures  employed  in  dealing  with  cases 
and  with  persons  exposed  to  infection  were  those  ordinarily 
adopted,  including  vaccination,  removal  to  hospital,  observa- 
tion of  Contacts,  with  compensation  for  detention,  cleansing, 
and  disinfection. 

It  remains  to  be  added  that  the  disease  was  of  a very  mild 
type. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  F..  O’CONNOR,  C.\PT., 

Medical  Office)-  of  Health, 
Barrow-on-Soar  Rural  District. 

In  order  to  bring  up  to  date  the  roll  of  cases  whose 
alpha  is  attributable  to  the  site  of  the  Syston  Hospital,  I 
have  now  to  report  on  the  extension  of  the  disease  to  the 
villages  of  Rothley  and  Thurcaston. 
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On  the  i6th  and  i^th  Dec'cinbcr,  two  married  sisters, 
respectively  residing  in  these  villages,  were  notified  as 
suffering  from  Small-pox,  the  usual  precautions  being 
immediately  adopted.  These  sisters  were  near  relatives 
of  the  patients  at  the  Cossington  canal  cottage,  and 
although  no  direct  history  of  exposure  to  infection  could 
be  obtained,  it  was  clear  that  intercommunication  had 
heretofore  been  frequent.  From  the  dates  of  onset  and 
from  such  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  as  I could 
acquire,  I consider  it  probable  that,  subsequent  to  the  Cos- 
sington cases  and  prior  to  those  at  Rothley  and  Thur- 
caston,  some  member  of  this  circle  suffered  from  that 
trivial  type  of  Small-pox  which  so  frequently  passes 
unrecognised  and  with  which  we  are  now  only  too  familiar. 

In  Rothley  one  further  case  occurred  early  in  the  present 
month.  It  was  notified  on  the  1 2th,  and,  as  I conclude 
from  the  subsequent  onset  of  the  disease  in  the  patient’s 
daughter,  who  resided  in  Leicester,  must  have  been  infec- 
tious as  early  as  the  5th.  The  attack  was  undoubtedly  of 
an  exceedingly  mild  nature,  for  on  examining  the  patient  I 
could  scarcely  detect  a vestige  of  the  disease.  Moreover, 
several  adults  who  had  been  freely  exposed  to  infection 
escaped,  as  is  the  case  in  the  majority  of  such  instances. 

At  Thurcaston,  as  at  Rothley,  all  ascertainable  Contacts 
were  under  the  usual  surveillance,  and  all  escaped.  Here, 
also,  it  was  an  unascertained  Contact  who  next 
contracted  the  disease.  The  method  of  inquiry  which  I 
ordinarily  employ  in  ascertaining  the  names  of  persons 
exposed  to  Small-pox  is  so  categorical  that  1 find  it 
difficult  indeed  in  some  such  cases  to  concede  the  bond- 
fides  of  my  informants,  and  to  refrain  from  suggesting 
that  certain  names  have  been  intentionally  withheld.  With 
regard  to  this  Contact,  it  so  ha|)pened  that  his 
mother’s  house,  where  he  regularly  had  his  meals,  was 


visited  on  tlic  very  day  of  his  illness,  and  also  on  preceding 
and  succeeding  days  by  myself  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
alternately.  Yet  all  was  reported  well.  It,  however, 
subsequently  transpired  that  the  man  scarcely  felt  ill  and 
never  took  to  his  bed.  For  three  days  he  pursued  his 
duties  as  an  out-porter,  calling  at  numerous  houses  in  an 
infectious  condition,  until  Dr.  Harris  of  Anstey  happened 
to  see  him,  and  his  pererrations  were  curtailed  by  his 
ju'ompt  removal  to  hospital.  And  none  too  soon  : for 
already  the  fatal  consequence  of  such  indiscretion  was 
pending.  In  the  third  week  of  January  five  little  children 
lost  their  mother,  who  succumbed  to  the  disease.  Fortu- 
nately, however,  the  last  case  was  detected  at  its  very 
inception,  the  unvaccinated  children  being  forthwith 
immunized. 

The  ages  of  the  five  patients  in  Rothley  and  Thurcaston 
ranged  from  26  to  65.  All  five  had  been  successfully 
vaccinated  in  infancy. 


Diphtheria. 


There  were  no  cases  during  the  first  six  months,  the 
following  twenty-one  being  reported  during  the  last  half 


year : — 

Rothley 

Barrow-on-Soar 
Seagrave  ... 
Syston 


13 

4 

2 

2 


21 

In  Rothley,  where  three  cases  proved  fatal,  the  disease 
assumed  a tendency  to  epidemic  prevalence.  Two  fatal 
cases  occurred  during  the  second  week  of  July.  No 
further  notifications  were  received  until  the  third  week  in 
September,  when  a child  attending  the  Infant  School  con- 
tracted the  disease.  Within  a week  seven  others,  five  of 
whom  attended  the  Infant  School,  developed  Diphtheria, 
and  there  were,  in  addition,  numerous  cases  of  the  so-called 


sorc-lhi'oat,  which,  on  bacteriological  examination,  too 
frequently  proves  to  be  diphtheritic.  These  cases  were  of 
a much  milder  type  than  those  which  occurred  in  July. 
One  child,  however,  died  of  post-diphtheritic  paralysis, 
some  two  months  later.  The  remaining  three  cases  occurred 
during  the  first  fortnight  of  October.  I made  a sanitary 
inspection  of  the  premises  where  most  of  the  patients 
resided,  and  found  many  defects,  which  were  duly  rectified. 
1 also  advised  closure  of  the  Infant  School  for  three  weeks. 
The  other  departments  of  the  School  were  kept  open,  not 
being  in  any  way  involved  in  the  spread  of  infection.  It 
is  rarely  that  the  Infant  Department  of  a rural 
school  can  be  closed  without  seriously  reducing  the  attend- 
ance of  older  children,  and  consequently  I am  usually  in 
such  circumstances  induced  to  advise  a complete  closure. 
The  vast  majority  of  cases  of  school-closure  in  the  thirteen 
Sanitary  Districts  for  which  I am  Health  Officer  have,  at 
least  during  the  past  three  years,  been  attributable  to  the 
incidence  of  infectious  disease  among  children  under  five 
years  of  age.  On  physiological  and  on  sanitary  grounds 
I am  of  opinion  that  systematic  schooling  should  not  be 
commenced  at  so  early  period.  The  educational  gain  is 
but  slight,*  and  might  in  some  measure  be  attained  by  the 
issue  of  kindergarten  appliances,  together  with  frequent 
visits  by  lady-inspectors,  who  could  conveniently  instruct 
parents  in  the  rudimentary  principles  of  sanitation.  I 
touch  on  this  matter  from  the  standpoint  of  a hygienist, 
and  commend  the  consideration  of  its  economic  aspects  to 
members  of  your  Council  who  are  interested  in  educational 
matters.  Certain  it  is  that  the  spread  of  infectious  disease 
through  Infant  Schools  seriously  hampers  the  education  of 
older  children. 

The  four  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  in  Barrow  occurred 
during  the  latter  half  of  October.  One  of  the  houses  was 

*In  the  opinion  of  most  educationalists  with  whom  I have  discussed  this  matter  it  is  nega- 
tive. It  simply  serves  to  inhibit  a child's  subsequent  capacity  for  acquiring  knowledge. 
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exceedingly  insainlary,  and,  1 understand,  is  now  about  to 
be  razed.  The  water-supply  in  one  of  the  Syston  cases 
proved  to  be  very  heavily  polluted.  This  has  also  been 
rectified.  There  is  little  evidence,  however,  of  Diphtheria 
ever  being  conveyed  by  water. 

It  is  noticeable  that  Sileby,  the  village  in  your  District 
where  Diphtheria  has  heretofore  been  most  prevalent, 
enjoyed  immunity  from  the  disease.  And  this,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  re-sewering  of  the  village  has 
been  in  progress. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

I record  sixteen  cases,  which  were  distributed  as  follows  : 


Rothley  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Woodhouse  Eaves  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mountsorrel  ...  ...  ...  2 

Anstey  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Barkby  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Swithland  ...  ...  ...  i 

Sileby  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Barrow-on-Soar  ...  ...  ...  i 
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Most  of  the  cases  were  of  a trivial  type,  and  in  no 
instance  was  a fatal  termination  recorded. 

Enteric  Fever. 

I received  notification  of  nine  cases,  viz.  : — 


Mountsorrel  ...  ...  ...  5 

Barkby  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Beaumont  Leys  ...  ...  ...  i 

Rothley  (Workhouse)  ...  ...  i 

Thurcaston  ...  ...  ...  i 
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The  Mountsorrel  cases,  which  were  in  large  measure 
associated,  occurred  during  the  months  of  August,  Sep- 
tember, October  and  November.  Three  of  the  patients 
drank  water  from  one  well  which,  on  analysis,  proved  to 
be  polluted,  and,  a fourth  was  a man  whose  wife  was 
engaged  in  nursing  one  of  these  cases. 


Tlie  Rothley  case  occurred  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  the 
disease  having  been  contracted  while  the  patient  resided 
in  Quorndon. 

At  Thurcaston  the  disease  occurred  in  premises  provided 
with  an  insanitary  pit.  These  pits,  with  or  without  pol- 
luted wells,  are  by  far  the  most  frequent  cause  of  Enteric 
Fever  in  rural  villages.  The  remedy  is  simple  and 
inexpensive.  They  should  be  consecutively  abolished 
throughout  your  District,  with  the  substitution  of  pails  and 
an  efficient  system  of  scavenging.  Smaller  villages  could 
combine  for  this  purpose. 

The  case  at  Barkby,  which  occurred  early  in  the  month 
of  April,  proved  fatal. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

I reeord  three  non-fatal  eases,  one  at  Anstey,  one  at 
Seagrave,  and  one  at  Sileby.  All  were  strictly  supervised, 
the  midwives  in  attendance  being  temporarily  prevented 
from  attending  other  cases. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  at  Walton-on-the- 
Wolds  towards  the  close  of  the  year,  the  school  being 
closed  from  November  23rd  till  December  12th. 

Measles  gave  rise  to  school  closure  at  Newtown  Linford 
from  September  23rd  to  October  2nd. 

German  Measles  was  epidemic  at  Barkby  during  the 
month  of  April,  the  school  being  closed  for  three  weeks. 

Disinfection. 

Spraying  and  fumigation  with  Formic  Aldehyde  arc 
still  employed.  The  District  is,  however,  still  without  a 
steam-disinfector.  Such  articles  as  beds  and  mattre.sses 
can  never  be  reliably  disinfected  with  the  means  at  our 
disposal.  Consequently  a large  number  of  beds,  chiefly  in 
cases  of  Small-pox,  have  been  destroyed.  A convenient 


and  effirient  portable  disinfecting  niacliine,  in  which  for- 
malin is  employed  in  con  junction  with  steam,  can  now  be 
obtained  for  £25.  With  it  the  actual  cost  in  material  for 
a disinfection  is  about  sevenpence.  Such  a machine  should 
be  of  great  value  in  so  large  a Rural  District,  and  at  the 
present  rate  of  expenditure  in  compensation  for  tlie  burn- 
ing of  infected  beds,  its  cost  would  be  more  than  saved 
within  a single  year.  1 have  already  advised  that  one 
should  be  purchased. 

Water  Supply. 

Fifty-one  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  me  for 
analysis,  36  of  which  I pronounced  unfit  for  drinking. 
Thirty-six  wells  were  closed,  six  being  cleansed  and  in 
some  instances  repaired. 

The  water-supply  of  your  District  has  received  unre- 
mitting attention,  the  public-supply  being  laid  on  in  lieu 
of  well-water,  which  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  was 
polluted,  in  no  less  than  127  instances.  This  is  a great 
sanitary  gain. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

Forty-five  inspections  were  completed,  in  several  of 
which  I accompanied  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Cleansing 
and  limewashing  were  ordered  when  necessary,  and  other 
sanitary  defects  received  attention. 

Refuse  Removal. 

In  thirteen  of  the  larger  villages  this  is  let  annually  to  as 
many  Contractors,  at  a total  cost  of  ii8i8,  an  increase  of 
£g  on  the  previous  year.  I have  already  advised  systematic 
scavenging  of  the  remaining  villages. 

Drainage  and  Disposal  of  Sewage. 

Your  nine  sewage-farms  and  other  smaller  disposal- 
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works  have  received  reji^ular  attention,  more  especially  at 
Rarrow-on-Soar,  where  pumping  commenced  in  the  month 
of  March.  The  Sileby  sewerage-scheme  is  now  nearing 
completion,  and  should  be  a great  sanitary  acquisition  for 
persons  residing  in  the  village.  1 inspected  many,  but 
analysed  only  one  effluent;  for  I regard  such  analyses  as 
not  being  within  the  sphere  of  my  official  duties. 


Sewers  have  been  extended  in  the  following  parishes. 


VIZ.  : — 

Uirstall 
Co.ssington 
Woodhouse 
Rearsby  . . 


i()3  yards. 
500  ,, 
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1 < 


Total  ...  ...  735  ,, 


Seventy-two  connections  of  new  drains  to  the  public- 
sewers  have  been  made  and  inspected. 


New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

PI  ans  for  two  new  streets  have  been  approved,  one  at 
Anstey,  175  yards,  and  the  other  at  Birstall,  260  yards  in 
length. 

Plans  for  new  houses  have  been  approved,  as  follows  : — 


Anstey 

...  13 

as  against 

16 

Barkby 

...  6 

3 5 5 3 

I 

Rarrow-on-Soar 

10 

3 3 3 3 

8 

Birstall 

I 

3 3 3 3 

— 

Mountsorrel  ... 

•••  ,S 

3 5 3 3 

13 

Rothley 

...  18 

3 3 3 3 

14 

Sileby 

12 

3 3 3 3 

20 

Syston 

9 

3 3 3 3 

35 

'I'hrussington  ... 

75 

3 3 3 3 

3 3 33 

107 

These,  with  the  exception  of  five  at  Sileby,  one  at 
Rarrow-on-Soar,  and  one  at  Thrussington,  are  supplied 
with  water  from  the  Leicester  Corporation  mains.  Forty 
have  been  fitted  with  water-closets  and  35  with  pail-closets. 
The  whole  have  portable  iron  bins  for  ashes. 
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Ry-lavvs  relevant  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings  have  not 
\-et  been  adopted  for  the  remaining  villages  in  your  district. 
The  matter  is,  however,  receiving  special  attention,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  suitable  by-laws  will  shortly  be  submitted 
for  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

On  the  whole,  the  sanitary  work  in  your  District  com- 
pares most  favourably  with  that  of  previous  years,  despite 
the  fact  that  the  sanitary  staff  has  been  largely  engaged  in 
the  administrative  control  of  Small-pox. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  addition  to  furnishing  the 
figures  supplied  under  this  heading,  attaches  to  this  Report 
a statistical  summary  of  matters  which  during  the  year 
have  received  official  attention. 

House-to-House  Inspections. 

A house-to-house  inspection  of  Anstey,  in  a considerable 
portion  of  which  I accompanied  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  is 
now  nearing  completion,  and  a similar  inspection  of 
Rothley  has  been  commenced. 

In  addition,  we  made  special  inspections — i.e.,  inspec- 
tions unconnected  with  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease-  - 
in  other  villages. 

I condemned  nine  houses’  as  unfit  for  habitation.  All 
were  closed,  some  being  demolished  and  others  repaired. 
The  insanitary  condition  of  a large  number  of  properties  in 
Anstey  was  the  subject  of  a Special  Report  which  I sub- 
mitted towards  the  close  of  June. 

Canal  Boats. 

The  Canal  Boat  Inspector  boarded  thirty-two  craft,  all 
of  which  are  reported  to  be  in  good  condition  and  satis- 
factory as  regards  cleanliness.  There  were  practically  no 
children  on  the  boats  and  very  few  women.  In  conjunction 
with  the  Leicester  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I had  under 
surveillance  several  of  the  men  employed  on  these  boats. 
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nt  least  one  of  whose  number  had  suffered  from  Small-pox. 
1 have  advised  the  Leicester  Navi,^ation  Com]iany  that, 
ovvin^  to  the  constant  menace  to  the  health  of  their 
employees  by  the  retention  of  the  Syston  Small-pox  Hos- 
pital in  its  present  site,  general  re-vaccination  of  all  men 
who  arc  likely  to  be  engaged  on  that  section  of  the  canal 
is  much  to  be  desired. 

I would  also  advise  that,  owing  to  the  circumscribed 
air-spacc  permitted  in  canal  boat  sleeping-cabins,  and 
owing  further  to  the  polluted  nature  of  the  water  through 
which  the  boats  are  towed,  the  periodical  pumping  and 
flushing  of  bilges  is  of  sanitary  importance. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Ninety-six  inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  have 
been  completed  during  the  year,  and  nuisances,  chiefly 
with  regard  to  cleanliness,  were  abated  in  23  bakehouses 
and  in  ten  other  workshops.  The  written  notices  of  H.M. 
Inspector  have  consistently  received  your  prompt  attention 
and  that  of  your  officials.  Owing  to  Sect.  22  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  not  having  been  adopted,  the 
complete  sanitary  supervision  of  Factories,  as  distin- 
guished from  Workshops,  has  devolved  on  H.M.  Inspector. 
I consider  it  advisable,  however,  that  Part  HI.  of  this  Act 
should,  in  so  far  as  is  statutorily  permissible,  be  adopted. 
The  duties  of  H.M.  Inspectors  are  far  more  onerous  than  is 
generally  supposed,  and  it  behoves  you,  as  a Sanitary 
Authority,  and  me,  as  your  Health  Officer,  to  do  our  utmost 
with  a view  to  simplifying  the  meritorious  services  which 
they  render  on  behalf  of  the  public  health. 

Details  of  sanitary  supervision  are  statistically  stated  in 
the  appended  Table,  the  Form  for  which  has  been  furnished 
by  H.M.  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories  with  a view  to 
facilitating  comparison  by  the  grouping  of  figures  in  series 
of  analagous  positions. 
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As  the  Table  was  not  supplied  till  towards  the  close  of 
the  year,  it  has,  of  course,  been  difficult  to  realize  that 
adequate  amplitude  of  detail  so  essential  to  statistical 
accuracy. 

The  few  recommendations  formulated  in  the  course  of 
this  Report  are  based  on  some  three  years’  experience  of 
the  sanitary  requirements  of  your  District;  curtailed,  it  is 
true,  by  economic  considerations,  yet  tempered,  I trust,  by 
an  adequate  appreciation  of  the  equitable  manner  in  which 
you  have  consistently  approached  the  conflicting  interests 
committed  to  your  care. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  E.  O’CONNOR,  Capt., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Leicestershire,  Rutland  .and  Warwick 

Combined  Sanitary  Districts. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Complaints 

No.  received 

27 

Premises,  houses,  etc. 

No.  inspected 

1214 

Nuisances  abated 

'77 

Pool,  ditch,  putter,  watercourse 

No.  inspected 

I. I 

Nuisances  abated 

LI 

Animals  improperly  kept 

No.  inspected 

889 

Nuisances  abated 

8 

Privy,  urinal,  cesspool,  ashpit 

No.  inspected 

889 

Nuisances  abated 

81 

Drain,  drain-traps,  etc.  etc.  . . 

No.  inspected 

889 

Nuisances  abated 

19 

House,  or  part  thereof,  over- 

No. inspected 

614 

crowded 

Nuisances  abated 

6 

Smoke  nuisances 

No.  of  observations 
Nuisances  abated 

I 

I 

Offensive  accumulations 

No.  inspected 

10 

Nuisances  abated 

10 

Slaughter  houses 

No.  licensed  or  registered 

30 

No.  of  inspections 

30 

Dairymen,  cowkeepers,  pur- 

No. registered 

105 

veyors  of  milk 

No.  in  district  Inspection  incom 

plete 

No.  of  inspections  of  premises  . . 

45 

Offensive  trades 

No.  established  . . 

I 

(Sec.  1 12,  P.H.  Act,  1875.) 

No.  of  inspections 

2 

Canal  Boats  . . 

No.  registered  . . . . 

No.  of  inspections 

Reported  by 
> Canal  Roat 

No.  with  infectious  dis- 

eases on  board . . . . , 

Inspector. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875 

No.  of  houses  condemned 

9 

No.  closed 

9 

No.  cleansed  and  limewashed  . . 

32 

Infectious  diseases 

Houses  affected  with 

99 

Houses  inspected 

52 

No.  of  inspections 

80 

Houses  disinfected 

49 

Schools 

1 

Disinfectant  used 

Formalin 

Lots  of  clothing  disinfected 

'4 

Lots  of  bedding  destroyed 

14 

Privy  middens 

No.  repaired 

■y 

No.  converted  to  pails  . . 

46 

No.  converted  to  W.C.’s 

2 

Pail  or  earth  closets  , . 

New  provided 

18 

No.  converted  to  W.C.’s 

1 1 

31 


Water  closets  . . 

Aslipits 

Ashbins 

Water  supply  . . 


New  provided  . . . . . . 7 

No.  converted  to  ashbins  ..  19 

New  provided  . . . . . . 34 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  . . 5 ' 

Samples  condemned  . . . . 36 

Wells  closed  . . . . . . 36 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired,  etc.  . . b 


Public  supply  substituted  for  wells  127 
Waste  pipesdisconnected  from  drain  3 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 
Workshops  ..  ..  ..  Total  number  on  register  (includ- 


ing bakehouses)  . . . . 96 

No.  in  which  nuisances  abated.  . 23 

Bakehouses No.  on  register 32 

No.  in  which  nuisances  abated.  . 13 

Homework  ..  ..  ..  No.  of  outworkers  ..  ..  599 

No.  of  houses  . . . . . . 300 

No.  of  infected  houses  . . . . 8 


HERBERT  HERROD. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


N.B. — The  above  numbers  do  not  include  inspections  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  when  not  accompanied  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BARROW-ON-SOAR. 
Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


TABLE  I. — Giving  the  Number  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  the  Barrow-on-Soar  Rural  District  during  the  Years 

1894  to  1904. 
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TABLE  II.  -Showing  Population  to  middle  of  each  year,  No.  of  Births  registered,  and  No.  of  Deaths  in  the 
Barrow-on-Soar  Rural  District,  during  the  years  1894  to  1904  inclusive. 


